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A new decade begins!  Ten years ago we welcomed a new millennium with 

much anticipation and relief that the world didnôt end when Y2K passed!  

Unfortunately it wasnôt long before our physical well being and safety was 

shaken by the attacks of September 11, 2001.  Our world would never be the 

same.  Yes, the first decade of the new millennium was a tough one, ending 

with 

 

 

 

 

          

               

 

 
From our President, Gene Vinik 

Looking back, then facing the future 

 

with financial collapse and a severe recession which shook our financial security.  Many times during that 

decade we felt like we were in freefall, not knowing how we would regain our footing.  But we will.  We 

always do. 

 

In contrast, our congregation had an amazing decade.  We began with few members and an uncertain 

future but by 2004, when we celebrated our congregationôs 100th anniversary, we were a growing, vibrant 

congregation.  Today our membership is as large as it has been at any time during our 106-year history 

and our future is bright. 

 

With the new decade, we reach another milestone.  It was sixty years ago that our templeôs construction 

was completed.  On February 19, 1950, the building was dedicated.  I hope all of you will join us on 

March 5, 2010 as we celebrate this milestone with a rededication service led by Rabbi Debbie Slavitt.  

Weôll celebrate the commitment to faith and community that was required sixty years ago and rededicate 

ourselves to those same ideals so that future generations will have their opportunity for further 

celebrations. 

 

Another date to remember is February 12, when we will dedicate a new Torah breast plate to honor the 

memory of Clark Gottlieb.  The response to Clarkôs Memorial Fund was overwhelming.  We all needed a 

way to express our grief.  Please join Carole and her family for the dedication on February 12.  Clark may 

be gone but his presence will always be felt.  O, how we miss him! 

 

And finally, Annette and I wish all of you much health, happiness and peace in the new decade.  A new 

beginning!  Lôchaim!  To life! 

 

Fondly, 

 Gene 
Contributions to THE CLARK GOTTLIEB MEMORIAL FUND are now being accepted.  Make checks payable to TEMPLE BETH ELOHIM and send 

them to Gene Vinik, 509 Macallan Ct., Conway, SC 29526-2639. 

mailto:tbe@chaitrack.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Ritual Chairé. 

Suzan Cohen 

 

ñAsk the Chachemò 
 

 

Question:  From time to time, I hear people say, 

ñIôm not religious.  Iôm spiritual.ò  What does that 

mean? 

Answer:  Spiritual practice is distinguished from 

religion by its pragmatic focus.  In other words, 

ask yourself, ñWhat, exactly, are you getting out 

of your Jewish life?ò 

Thank you to our ñWise Manò, Bob Schimek. Have a question 

for Bob? Please write to Bob in care of Temple Beth Elohim. 

 

Temple Beth Elohim 

Board of  Directors 

  

President: Gene Vinik (843 564-5489 ï home; 

518 366-3910 - mobile) 

Vice President: Richard Dimentstein (232-1451) 

Secretary: Suzan Cohen (215-4158) 

Treasurer: Phil Aarons (357-8105) 

Trustees: Carrol Sallas (215-3886), Joy Birnbaum 

(520-1528), Chuck Borash (215-2289), Sheldon 

Gershman (546-3604), Seymour Birnbaum (520-

1528), Ned Cohen (215-4158) 

Temple Historian: Elizabeth Moses (520-4833) 

Religious School:  Bari Heiden (979-6145) 

 

REMINDERS 

Temple Board Meetings are held regularly.  Check our website for date, time and place.  Members are encouraged to be 

present.  Please contact Gene Vinik at (843)564-5489 or (518)366-3910 (mobile) if you are planning to attend.  [Next 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, 19 January 2010, 7:30 p.m. at the home of Sue & Ned Cohen.] 

 

Want to advertise in The Rising Star?  Call Richard Dimentstein at 232-1451.  Any life cycle events?  Contact Carrol 

Sallas at sallas2@juno.com. 

 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.templebethelohim.net 
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Weôll be celebrating Purim in a few weeks, and our tradition teaches that we 

should embrace the joyousness of the holiday with frivolity and abandon.  In 

fact, there is a Talmudic saying that we should drink merrily until we are so 

tipsy that we are  

Please see p. 7 for information about our special celebrations and p. 5 for information about our Tree of Life. 

tipsy that we are adloyaca ï that we canôt tell the difference between baruch (blessed be) Mordechai 

and arur (cursed be) Haman. 

 

In this day and age, we are not suggesting that you become so intoxicated that you canôt tell the 

difference between a stop sign and the flashing blue light of the police car.  We want you to drive 

responsibly and safely.  But the festival of Purim is a wonderful occasion to engage in a bit of silliness 

that at other times would not be appropriate for the sanctuary.  So please plan to join us for the 

annual reading of the Scroll of Esther (the whole megillah) on Friday, February 26.  Dress up as your 

favorite Purim character, and be sure to bring your noisemakers! 
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Temple Beth Elohim 
invites you 

to join us at our annual 

Passover Seder  
Monday, March 29th 

Wachesaw Plantation 

Kimbel Dining Room 

6PM 

Visualize yourself seated at a beautiful Seder table surrounded by family and friends. 

Come join us! 

]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]]] 

 

Name: _________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _____________________ 

 

Number of adults __________ x $36.00 = $_________ 

 

Number of children _________x $18.00 = $_________ 

 

T O T A L   E N C L O S E D                     $_________  

 

 

 

Your check is your reservation. 

 

Please make check payable to 

TEMPLE BETH ELOHIM. 

 

Mail your check to 

 

Ms Sheila Borash 

111 Ashton Circle 

Myrtle Beach, SC  29588 

 

215-2289 

 

_______________ 

 
Make your reservations early.  Space is 

limited. 

The Temple Beth Elohim Gift Shop Is Now Open 
 

Each and every Friday, before Shabbat, we will be selling Judaic items such as mezuzah, yahrzeit 

lights, ceramic trivets, Chanukah candles, and an assortment of unique objects dôart.  Joy 

Birnbaum and Carrol Sallas will be on hand to act as customer service representatives. 
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DONATIONS 
Ruth & Herbert Feinberg to the General Fund 

Anthony Gennarelli, Mel Brown and Richard Dimentstein to the General Fund in memory of 

 Charlotte Rosenfeld 

Sylvia & Irv Herman to the General Fund in memory of Ruth Cohan, Jack Cohan, George Herman  

 and Deborah Herman 

Sylvia & Irv Herman to the Quilts for Kids Fund in honor of the birth of Nora Cohen 

Jana Hletko to the General Fund in memory of Sally Dube 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - -   

 

Additional Donors to 

 

Clark L. Gottlieb Memorial Fund  
 

    

     

 

 

    Silvana Andrix and Family        Madelyn Miller 

    Dana & Jay Ard         Elizabeth Moses 

    Ruth & Herb Feinberg        Michelle & Gerald Napoleone 

    Lois & Robert Fore         Arthur Romm 

    Johanna & Rob Goldman        Sparwar System Center 

    Eileen & Bill Gorelick        Sylvia & Alfonso Valentino 

    Dr. Ariane & Dr. Craig Lieberman       Marsha & Stephen Weiner 

    Donna & Tom Llewellyn        June & Howard Wollman 

    Jane Loring          Randi Wollman 

    Bev & Ed Meadow          

 

 

 

TEMPLE BETH ELOHIM  

Chanukah Report 
 

Our annual Chanukah party took place  at Gershonôs NY Deli on Sunday, December 13.  We had a delicious 

meal, lots of socializing, a silent auction and a raffle.  A good time was had by all.  Dana & Jay Ard were the 

high bidders for a beautiful framed photograph created and donated by Dr. Eric Heiden.  Bob Lessner won the 

50/50 cash prize but graciously donated it to the temple.  He immediately followed up with a second winning 

ticket and took home a lovely stained glass Star of David created and donated by Joy Birnbaum.  Herb Feinberg 

was the winner of a table runner and hot plates both hand-made by Annette Vinik.  Numerous other prizes were 

also awarded. 

 

The party was planned and coordinated by Annette & Gene Vinik.  Thanks to them and to Eric Heiden, Joy 

Birnbaum and again to Annette Vinik for donating their works of art as prizes.  We are grateful to Bob and 

Evelyn Lessner, Linda LuBrant and the Gershonôs crew for a delicious meal and all of their hard work.  Thanks 

also to Sheila & Chuck Borash for their advice, assistance and brisk selling of raffle tickets and to Sue & Ned 

Cohen for their help setting up and decorating. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C H A R I T Y   D R I V E S 

We have set up two receptacles in our social hall.  One is for 

clothing items.  The other is for non-perishable food, toiletries 

and sundries.  All that we collect will be donated to a local 

shelter or food pantry.  

 

Please remember this when you are removing things from your 

drawers, closets and cabinets. 

Tree of Life 

Name ____________________________________________Phone ______________ 

Address _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 

Inscriptions may be up to 3 lines with 20-25 characters/line. Use back of form if you wish to order more than three 

leaves. 

Leaf 1_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Leaf 2_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Leaf 3_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

A check for $___________  ($36 per leaf) has been enclosed. Checks should be made payable to Temple Beth 

Elohim. 

Thanks for your support. 

Mail to: TBE, PO Box 571, Georgetown, SC 29442 
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The Man We Call HAMAN  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

[continued on p. 6] 

 

Each year, at Purim service, we listen to the story of Esther as it is read to us 

from the Magilla.  Both children and adults sit with graggers (noisemakers) in 

hand, waiting for the name of Haman to be said.  Once it is heard, we stamp 

our feet, shout boo and twirl the noisemakers. 

Did Haman have a life before the story of Esther?  Who was he?  Did he ever do anybody any 

good? 

 

Haman was the son of Hammedatha the Agagite.  If we go back eighteen generations (actually 

more than that), we find that his line connects directly to Amalek.  This is the same Amalek who 

tried to prevent the Hebrews from entering the Land of Canaan.  Amalekôs grandfather was 

Esau, Jacobôs twin brother.  Among his ancestors was Agag who was executed by Samuel the 

prophet in the time of King Saul.  Hamanôs forefathers never favored the Jews. 
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[continued from p. 5] 

 

According to the oldest Greek translation of the Tanakh (Septuagint), Haman is called a Macedonian and it is 

emphasized that there was no Persian blood in him.  Some scholars claim that he was a Macedonian spy, 

mainly because he insisted on causing civil war within Persia between the Jews and the Persians. 

 

According to the Midrash legend, Haman was at one time in extreme want.  He sold himself as a slave to 

Mordecai.  He was a barber for twenty-two years.  He had an idolatrous image embroidered on his garments so 

that those who bowed to him at the command of the king bowed to the image as well. 

 

Haman was also an astrologer, and when he was about to fix the time for the massacre of the Jews he first cast 

lots to ascertain which was the most auspicious day of the week for that purpose.  Each day, however, proved to 

be under some influence favorable to the Jews.  He then sought to fix the month, but found that the same was 

true of each month; thus Nisan was favorable to the Jews because of the Passover sacrifice; Iyyar, because of 

the small Passover (Lag BôOmer).  But when he arrived at Adar he found that its zodiac sign was Pices, and he 

said, ñNow I shall be able to swallow them as fish which swallow one another.ò 

 

Haman had 365 counselors, but the advice of none was so good as that of his wife, Zeresh.  She induced 

Haman to build a gallows for Mordecai, assuring him that this was the only way in which he would be able to 

prevail over his enemy, for hitherto the just had always been rescued from every other kind of death.  As God 

foresaw that Haman himself would be hanged on the gallows He asked which tree would volunteer to serve as 

the instrument of death.  Each tree, declaring that it was used for some holy purpose, objected to being soiled by 

the unclean body of Haman.  Only the thorn-tree could find no excuse, and therefore offered itself for a gallows. 

 

On Friday evening, 26 February 2010, at 7:30 p.m., Suzan Cohen will conduct Shabbat services and will also 

read the Magilla.  Bring your graggers, wear a costume, be ready to stomp your feet.  Each time you hear the 

name of Haman make a lot of noise.  Your reward for all of this will be an oneg that includes the delicous oznei 

Haman (ears of Haman) better known to us as hamantaschen. 

  

 

Todah Rabbah 

Temple Beth Elohim would like to thank 

GERSHONôS NY DELI for providing us with the 

fresh challah that we serve at our kiddish each 

Shabbat. 
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Sharing with Sheila 
 

Traditional Recipes 
or 

Bold and Successful Experiments with Food 

Sheila Borash 

MAMA POCKELLôs BUTTER COOKIES 
 

1 c unsalted butter (or margarine)  ȧ t salt 

¾ c sugar     3½ c all-purpose flour 

2 eggs      1 egg white, slightly beaten 

1 T brandy or water    ½ blue sugar (optional)*  

1 t vanilla extract 

 

1.  Cream butter and sugar. 

2. Add the eggs, brandy (or water), vanilla and salt.  Beat well. 

3. Gradually add the flour, mixing well.  Cover and chill at least 1 hour or overnight. 

4. On a lightly floured surface, roll our half of the dough to ȧò thickness.  (Keep remaining dough 

chilled while working.) 

5. Cut with desired cookie cutters, dipping cutter into flour between cuts to prevent sticking. 

6. Transfer cut cookies to an ungreased cookie sheet. 

7. Brush cutouts with egg white and lightly sprinkle with the blue sugar.* 

8. Repeat with the remaining dough. 

9. Bake at 350ºF for 10-12 minutes or until cookies are golden in color. 

10. Remove and cool on racks.  Makes about 3-4 dozen depending on cookie cutter size. 

J J J J J J J 

*You can either buy blue sugar at the store or make your own by adding a few drops of blue food coloring 

to ½ c of granulated sugar.  I also like to use Sanding Sugar which you can buy at Williams Sonoma 

(Market Common). 

Mark Your Calendar for Special Temple Events 
12 February 2010, 7:30 p.m.:  Shabbat Service followed by a dedication of a Torah Breastplate in memory 

of Clark Gottlieb 

26 February 2010, 7:30 p.m.:  Purim/Shabbat Services (come in costume and bring your own noisemaker) 

5 March 2010, 7:30 p.m.:  Shabbat Service and 60th Anniversary/Rededication of the Temple Beth 

Elohim sanctuary (services will be conducted by Rabbi Deborah Slavitt) 

While weõre on the subject of foodé 

Havdallah is a time when we come to the end of Shabbat and prepare for the return to secular activities.  

What better way is there to celebrate this occasion than at a temple memberôs home with a ñpot luck dinner?ò 

Our next havdallah dinner will take place at the home of Jana & Dr. Paul Hletko on Saturday, 9 January 2010 

at 6 p.m.  Give them a call (546-6524) to tell them what you are bringing for the table. 
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JANUARY  FEBRUARY 

 

  2 Chuck Borash   2 Adele Franzblau 

  4 Ruth Farb     15 Bob Schimek 

17 Elizabeth Moses 23 Wayne Underwood 

21 Frances Goldstein 25 Carole Gottlieb 

22 Bea Gershman  

23 Ned Cohen   

29 Annette Vinik                 

            

JANUARY   FEBRUARY 

 

17 Suzan & Ned Cohen   2 Brenda & Dick Rosen 

17 Ruth Farb & Dick Charlton 21 Annette & Gene Vinik 
 

 

 

   

 

  

BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 

From Hadassah 

Hadassah is now selling certificates for planting trees in Israel.  The price is $15 each.  To purchase 

a Tree Certificate, contact Sydelle Cohen, 236-3693. 

 

Hadassah is now taking orders for Mah Jongg cards.  Please call Elissa Melnick at 347-0043 to 

place your order. 

 

American Jewry in Second Place 

By Jonathan D. Sarna 

Amid ongoing, year-long commemorations of 350 years of American Jewish life, a news item of 
immense historical significance passed practically unnoticed. On May 10, 2005, Israelôs Central 
Bureau of Statistics announced that the countryôs population of self-identifying Jews had reached a 
grand total of 5,550,000. The closest parallel number for Jews in the United States (where the 
figures are admittedly less precise and more controversial) is 5,290,000. With this news, an era that 
began following the Holocaust, when America emerged as the undisputed center of world Jewry, 
came with little fanfare to a close. Israel overtook the United States as the largest Jewish population 
center in the world. 

Jonathan D. Sarna, the Joseph H. & Belle R. Braun Professor of American Jewish History at Brandeis University, is 

serving this year as senior scholar at the Mandel Leadership Institute in Jerusalem. 

 

    Let us fervently pray for the comfort and recovery of our  

    dear temple members and friends and for the continued 

strength of their caregivers 

 

Ruth Feinberg     Rita Fogel     Bari Heiden      

Dr. Eric Heiden     Frances Kramer     Ellie Underwood 

 

 

  


