Volume 6 Issue 6

Temple Beth Elohim July/August 2009
A blend of faith and friendship for over 100 years Tammuz/Av/Elul (5769)
I h I { . | <
P.O. Box 571 Georgetown, SC 29442 843 527-7545 tbe@chaitrack.com

From our President, Gene Vinik
Looking back, then facing the future
As summer begins, so does our new temple year. On behalf of the entire board, | wish to thank

you all for your continuing support. In a difficult economic environment, our temple remains
financially strong.

A few highlights of the past year were a bar mitzvah, a conversion, and a baby naming. Rabbi Debbie Slavitt from Coastal Carolina
University led services, joined us for adult education and will be joining with our lay leaders to lead our High Holy Day Services. Our
programs to support our community during these challenging times continue to go well. Collectively we make a big difference and
individually we inspire each other to do more.

A member recently approached me about a fund to help support temple members who may experience difficult circumstances. He offered
to make the initial contribut i on and so our fARainy Day Fundo is born. Whil e th
of our congregation who experiences temporary difficulty to please approach a board member in strictest confidence. We will determine
what we can do as a congregation. If you would like to contribute to this new fund, please send your check to Phil Aarons indicating i R a i
Day Fundodo in the memo section.

Our website gets better and better as services increase to give us more links to what is happening in our temple community. This
newsletter is the first to be delivered through the website. If you have any issues with the delivery of it, let us know so we can resolve them.
We also now have a link to a chart of the cemetery where you can view the names of all who are buried there and also see a picture of the
stone by clicking on the name. Many thanks to Ann Hellman for all of her hard work in developing this excellent resource. She is also
doing the same for other Jewish Cemeteries around the state. More information on Southern Jewish history can be found at the Jewish
Hi storical SovwwwdHS8®mg. websit e,

Keep your suggestions coming. New ideas bring increased energy and enthusiasm which bring more innovation and
improvement. We are truly blessed with a wonderful temple community and we should all feel proud.

Have a wonderful, safe summer!
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A check for $ (%36 per leaf) has been enclosed. Checks should be made payable to Temple Beth Elohim.
Thanks for your support.
Mail to: TBE, PO Box 571, Georgetown, SC 29442
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From the Ritual

Suzan Cohen

In recent years, there has been a heightened concern about the st at e of t
environment and every day we hear news stories about measures that we should all take to
L o o k i nirpludang thevTarahi Talmsd

|l ead figreenero |l ives.
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and the writings of Maimonides, we can soon discover that such concerns are hardly new.

For example, in Deuteronomy, 20:19-20, we discover that it is not permitted to destroy fruit trees, even when the wood might
be needed to equip armies in the time of war. Maimonides expanded on this prohibition to include a large number of
destructive activities, including breaking utensils, tearing garments, destroying buildings, or stopping up streams (Law of Kings

6:10).

The Talmudic Tractate Baba Batra, which deals, generally, with civil law and monetary matters, requires us to maintain an
environmentally sound quality of life such that engaging in activities that damage quality of life is treated as a tort i a physical

injury against

Examples of Talmudic prohibitions include:
A person may not open a shop

A person must place a pigeon cote at least fifty cubits from town so that the scavenging birds cannot damage thet o wn 6 s

oneds neighbor.

a courtyard if the noise pollution
vegetabl e

Threshing floors must also be kept at this distance to prevent the chaff from creating an air pollution problem for the city

If your extrapolate these ancient prohibitions to modern industrial activity, you can see that living an environmentally
responsible life is fully compatible with living Jewishly. [Many thanks to Aish, the source of my inspiration for this article.]

REMINDERS
Temple Board Meetings are held once a month. Check our website for date, time and place. Members are encouraged to be present.
Please contact Gene Vinik at 564-5489 if you are planning to attend. [Next meeting will take place at the home of Joy & Seymour

Birnbaum on Wednesday, August 12, 2009, at 7:30 p.m.]

Want to advertise in The Rising Star? Call Richard Dimentstein at 232-1451. Any life cycle events? Contact Carrol Sallas at
sallas2@juno.com.
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Question: Why are some rabbinic authorities
opposed to using organs from a dead person for
transplant purposes?

Answer: Judaism considers the human body the
Atemple of the soul o

Thank you to our AWi se Manc
question for Bob? Please write to Bob in care of Temple
Beth Elohim.

The Tree of Life
A leaf for Allan Sallas and Alice Sallas by Carrol
Sallas
A leaf for Ella Nierenberg by S
June & Howard Wollman £ %i ‘
A leaf for Rand Hinds by £\ ' :
Jacaueline D. Harris o

Temple Beth Elohim
Board of Directors

President: Gene Vinik (564-5489)
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TZOM TAMMUZ i TRADITIONS

The Fast of the 17" of Tammuz (Tzom Tammuz) is observed from the break of dawn until sunset. This is a
more relaxed fast than Yom Kippurand T i s h a asBwe & allowed to wash and wear leather.

The Fast of 17 Tammuz is observed only from the break of dawn. The sick and expectant or nursing women
can observe the fast with lenience. One who is ill need not fast at all. Those permitted to eat should still refrain
from eating meat, luxurious food and drink. This is a time to give to charity.

There are many reasons to fast on Tzom Tammuz. Moses descended Mount Sinai on this day and, upon
seeing the Golden Calf, broke the first set of Tablets carrying the Ten Commandments. The priests in the First
Temple stopped offering the daily sacrifice on this day due to the shortage of sheep during the siege. The next
year (586 BCE), the walls of Jerusalem were breached after many months of siege by Nebuchadnezzar and his
Babylonian forces. King Menashe, one of the worst of the Jewish kings, had an idol placed in the Holy
Sanctuary of the Temple. According to tradition it was on this date. The Talmud says that in the time of the
Roman persecution, Apostomos, captain of the occupation forces, did the same, and publicly burned the Torah.
Titus and other Romans breached the walls of Jerusalem (70 CE). Pope Gregory IX ordered the confiscation of
all manuscripts of the Talmud (1239 CE). In 1391 CE, more than 4000 Jews were killed in Toledo and Jaen,
Spain and in 1559 CE the Jewish Quarter of Prague was burned and looted. The Kovno Ghetto was liquidated
on this day in 1944 CE and in 1970 CE Libya ordered the confiscation of Jewish property.

Tzom Tammuz should not be confused with Tisha B'Av which also falls in July or August in the Gregorian
calendar. According to the Mishnah, the day commemorates five events: the destruction of the Temple, the
return of the twelve scouts sent by Moses to observe the land of Canaan, the razing of Jerusalem following the
siege of Jerusalemin70CE, and the failure of Bar Kokhbads rev

The Ti s h a fag éagisvabout twenty-five hours, beginning at sunset on the eve of Ti s h a ari8l @mlimg at
nightfall the next day. In addition to the prohibitions against eating or drinking, observant Jews also observe
prohibitions against washing or bathing, applying creams or oils, wearing leather shoes, or having sexual
relations.

Fill the inkwells!
Dip the pens!

| t fnse to draw up a
Ketubah

Our young friends, Jessy Titus and Eric Aycock, have announced
thei r engagement . He presented
setting at Disneyworld.

May their days ahead be as romantic and happy as this one.



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/V03p128a01_Ketubah.jpg

DONATIONS

Pearl & Benjamin Baker and Bev & Paul Baker to the General Fund in memory
Max Joseph Hirsch, Sylvia Charen Hirsch, Rebecca Logan Baker, and
Morris Baker

Mel Brown and Anthony Gennarelli to the Quilts for Kids Fund

Suzan & Ned Cohen donated a laptop computer to our temple.

Jana & Paul Hletko to the General Fund in memory of Alfred Dube

Ariane & Craig Lieberman to our newly created Rainy Day Fund

Thomas Meli donated electric menorahs, a sedar plate, Haggadahs, Chanukah dish
towels, a book and other Judaica to our temple.

Mischelle & Gerald Napoleon to the Quilts for Kids Fund

Carrol Sallas for her donation of serving pieces to our temple kitchen.

A Message from the Chairperson of

Quilts for Kids Project

As this issue of The RisingStargoes to fApress, o | d6m working on a batch o
to complete 300 quilts before the end of the year and |

Thanks to Carole Gottlieb who recently hand crocheted two lovely baby afghans which she donated to Quilts for Kids.

Annette Vinik

Let Us Continue to Pray

ForCl ar k Gortddticerbadtsi on of health and hi
For the health and well-being of Mel Brown and Anthony Gennarelli

For the improved health of Carrol Sallas

For the renewed and continued good health of Sheila & Chuck Borash

VISIT TEMPLE BETH EOLHIM

TEMPLE BETH E HAS A NEW E-MAIL

WEBSITE ADDRESS

www.templebethelohim.net tbe@chaitrack.com
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ATTENTION MEMBERS and FRIENDS:
Would you like to send Jewish New Year greetings to the congregation, members of your family and dear
friends? You can do this by purchasing space on our Rosh Hashana Greetings page that will appear in
this newsletter, on our website and on a hard copy that will be distributed at the High Holy Days services.
Please send your greetings of 20 words or less and a check made payable to TEMPLE BETH ELOHIM

(%10 per greeting) to JOHANNA GOLDMAN, 5805 Long Creek Rd., North Myrtle Beach, SC 29582.
[Johanna must receive your greetings by 10 August 2009]

High Holy Days 2009 and Beyond

1 Saturday, September 12, 6:00 p.m., Havdallah dinner in the Temple Social Hall followed by
SOl iservices
Friday, September 18, 7:30 p.m., Erev Rosh Hashanah
Saturday, September 19, 10:00 a.m., Rosh Hashanah; Tashlich to follow services
Friday, September 25, 7:30 p.m., Shabbat Shuvah services
Sunday, September 27, 7:30 p.m., Kol Nidre
Monday September 28
o 10:00 a.m., Yom Kippur morning services
o 2:007 3:30p.m., afternoon di scussi on BookofiJbraltkoi n g
o 4:007 5:15 p.m., Memorial and Concluding Services
0 5:30 p.m., Break-the-Fast in the Social Hall (tickets required)
i1 Friday, October 2, 7:30 p.m., beginning of Sukkot: dedication of the sukkah, followed by
Shabbat services
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Our High Holy Days services will be conducted by Rabbi Deborah Slavitt who will be assisted by our
lay leaders. Kol Nidre will be chanted by Myles Derison. Louis Drucker will sound the shofar.

Attendance at our Break-the-Fast at the conclusion of our Yom Kippur services will require a ticket.
More information about the sale of tickets will be posted on the Temple Beth Elohim website
www.templebethelohim.net.

CHARITY DRIVES

<sUNSHADERs

We have set up two receptacles in our social hall. One is for PROFESSIONAL WINDOW FILMS
clothing items. The other is for non-perishable food, toiletries .
and sundries. All that we collect will be donated to a local LLgmar
shelter or food pantry.

‘e stick it where the sun shines yy

= TODD AND DEBBIE "
LLumarAagrum. HOPER OPTIX

Please remember this when you are removing things from your
drawers, closets and cabinets.

843-247-5827 - 843-997-3250
sunshaders_finting@yahoo.com
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Bob & Ev Lessner Todah Rabbah

Temple Beth Elohim would like to thank
GERSHONO® S Nfof providibgl us with the
fresh challah that we serve at our kiddish each
Shabbat

I O Salads

~ The Finest Quality De
s Highway 17 South e Garden City,

357-DEL| (3354

fax; (843)-357-3363

OUR MEMBERSHIP AT TEMPLE BETH ELOHOM
by Joy Birnbaum

About five years ago, my husband, Seymour and | fell in love with Georgetown, South Carolina
while on a quest to move north following our five year stay in South Florida. We had moved to
Florida from Cleveland, Ohio because some of the kids and our grand kid were there, but it
never felt like home. Georgetown seemed right, but before | could say a word, Seymour asked,
fiAre there any Jews there?0 -mddsewitoEimbeth Moses, whd
single-handedly handled outreach for THE HISTORIC Temple Beth Elohim. Her warm welcome
JOY & SEYMOUR sealed the deal. We notified Elizabeth we were coming to town to check on the house we had

started building in Wedgefield Plantation and asked if we could attend services at Beth Elohim. Yes, there are Jews in Georgetown,
and we met many of them at a beautiful Shabbat service and oneg we attended. That was just the beginning of the story.

Once our home was completed, we moved in, and we joined the temple. What were our expectations? We wanted to make friends

and feel part of the Jewish community. Soon we began atantdon
miss anything. A few different lay persons led the services each Friday. We enjoyed the diversity. The onegs gave us an

opportunity to talk, share and break bread together. It fed our spiritual and social needs. We found people like ourselves: Those

who have moved to this area from other states, looking for people who share similar values. We celebrated holidays together, the

High Holy Days, Chanukah, Passover, and laughed at each other in our silly Purim costumes as we delighted in the homemade

hamentaschen after services.

We learned a great deal about the Jewish population of South Carolina and Georgetown. Who would have known that Georgetown
had a booming Jewish populati on, with the first Jews arrivn |
has a historic Jewish Cemetery. We also learned that Temple Beth Elohim is more than a hundred years old and is affiliated with
Kahal Kadosh Beth Elohim of Charleston. We found a great deal of fascinating information through the Jewish historical Society of
South Carolina (www.jhssc.org/index.html), an excellent source for exploring local history.

Plans were in the making to begin an adult education program, which we called Sunday School. We meet once a month on Sunday
morning for bagels and bible study. Someone suggested we start a havdallah pot luck dinner, which we now have every other
month. We say farewell to Shabbat and welcome the new week with delicious meichels, laughter and friendship.

Over the last few years, the sense of community at Beth Elohim has exceeded our expectations. Now we both serve on the temple
board and are very involved with the preservation of Temple Beth Elohim. We are on the look out for people like ourselves who
wonder whether there are any Jews in Georgetownand on t he Grand Strand of South Carol
to join the smiling faces of Temple Beth Elohim and our circle of prayer and friendship.

And by the way, my responsibility on the [actae throughstbe@thaittackd.cont i
you have questions or would like to receive membership information.

Shalomy 6 al |

The Temple Beth Elohim Gift Shop Is Now Open
Each and every Friday, before Shabbat, we will be selling Judaic items such as mezuzah, yahrzeit lights, ceramic trivets, Chanukah
candl es, and an assortment of uni que objects dbart. Joy Bir
representatives.




