
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple Beth Elohim               
A blend of faith and friendship for over 100 years 

 

Volume 8 Issue 1 

September/October2010 

Elul (5770)/Tishrei/Cheshvan (5771) 

 

The Rising Star 

 

P.O. Box 571 Georgetown, SC 29442         843 527-7545                        tbe@chaitrack.com 

 From our President 

Gene Vinik 
 

 

Tree of Life 

Name ____________________________________________Phone ______________ 

Address _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

 
Inscriptions may be up to 3 lines with 20-25 characters/line. Use back of form if you wish to order more than three leaves. 
Leaf 1_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Leaf 2_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
Leaf 3_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
A check for $___________ has been enclosed. Checks should be made payable to Temple Beth Elohim. 
Thanks for your support. 
Mail to: TBE, PO Box 571, Georgetown, SC 29442 

Wednesday, September 8, 7:30 p.m., Erev Rosh Hashanah* 

Thursday, September 9, 10:00 a.m., Rosh Hashanah; Tashlich to follow 

services* 

Friday, September 10, 7:30 p.m., Shabbat Shuvah services 

Friday, September 17, 7:30 p.m., Kol Nidre* 

Saturday September 18 

o 10:00 a.m., Yom Kippur morning services* 

o 2:00 ï 3:30 p.m., afternoon discussion 

o 4:00 ï 5:15 p.m., Memorial and Concluding Services* 

o 5:30 p.m., Break-the-Fast in the Social Hall (tickets required) 

Friday, September 24, 7:30 p.m., Sukkot:  dedication of the sukkah, followed by 

Shabbat services 

Friday, October 1, 7:30 p.m., Simchat Torah/Shabbat services 

 

*All High Holy Days services will be led by Rabbi Deborah Slavitt of Coastal 

Carolina University. 

ÛØÜß Ûçðã 
 

May you be inscribed for a 

blessing in The Book of Life! 

 

 

 As summer draws to a close, we approach year 5771 with much hope and anticipation. 

 

Ms Rita Fogel will celebrate her 100
th
 birthday on September 17, a truly great occasion for a truly great 

woman who is loved and respected by her entire community.  Her wisdom and love of life are things we all 

admire, respect and yearn for. 

 

 
Another success to celebrate is the awarding of a grant by the Frances Bunnelle Foundation to our ñQuilts for Kidsò project.  The 

Bunnelle Foundation is a major supporter of programs in Georgetown County that address ñbasic human needsò which our 

program surely does.  Congratulations to Annette for the successful application and to both she and Ann Levinson for the 

incredible production of quilts!  Quilt number 500 will be completed this fall! 

 

We are living in times of extremes:  from a very cold winter to a very hot summer; from a booming housing market to a 

housing bust; from a booming stock market to a ñgreat 

recession.ò  Itôs very challenging times for many.  May 

5771 be a year of moderation, repair and continued 

hope for the future. 

 

Annette and I wish all of you a healthy, happy, sweet 

New Year. 

 

Fondly, 

Gene 
Please note this yearôs High Holiday Schedule on the left. 

*All High Holy Days services will be led by Rabbi Deborah Slavitt of 

Coastal Carolina University. 

mailto:tbe@chaitrack.com


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Ritual Chairé. 
Suzan Cohen 

ñAsk the Chachemò 

Question: How do you counter the argument 

against religion that so many evils have been 

perpetrated in its name? 

Answer:  Two of the most murderous societies in 

history, the Nazis and the Soviet Communists, 

were aggressive, murderous atheists. 

Question:  Does Judaism have an essence? 

Answer:  Both the Bibleôs prophets and the 

greatest figures of Talmudic Judaism have 

expressed the view that ethical behavior is 

Godôs central demand of human beings.  This 

behavior is manifest in compassion. 

Thank you to our ñWise Manò, Bob Schimek. Have a question 

for Bob? Please write to Bob in care of Temple Beth Elohim. 

 

Temple Beth Elohim 

Board of  Directors 

  
President: Gene Vinik ((1)(843)564-5489) 

 

Vice President: Ned Cohen (215-4158) 

 

Secretary: Richard Dimentstein (232-1451) 

 

Treasurer: Phil Aarons (357-8105) 

 

Trustees: Carrol Sallas (215-3886), Joy Birnbaum (520-

1528), Chuck Borash (215-2289), Sheldon Gershman 

(546-3604), Seymour Birnbaum (520-1528), Jay Ard 

(520-4154) 

 

Temple Historian: Elizabeth Moses (520-4833) 

 

Religious School:  Bari Heiden (979-6145) 

 

REMINDERS 

Temple Board Meetings are held once a month.  Check our website for date, time and place.  Members are encouraged to 

be present.  Please contact Gene Vinik at (1)(843)564-5489 if you are planning to attend.  [Next meeting will be held on 

October 10, 2010, 7:30 p.m. at the home of Bea & Shelly Gershman.] 

 

Want to advertise in The Rising Star?  Call Richard Dimentstein at 232-1451.  Any life cycle events?  Contact Carrol 

Sallas at sallas2@sccoast.net. 

 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.templebethelohim.net 
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The High Holy Days can be tough duty.  Most of us are not used to going to 

services so many times in such a short time, so by the time we get to Sukkot,  

many of us find that our enthusiasm for all things ritual may be lagging just a bit.  But hang in there:  Sukkot 

offers much that can bring us the joy of connectedness that is the essential Judaism. 

Sukkot is one of the three pilgrimage holidays described in the Torah, and in the days of the Temple in 

Jerusalem, the priests made quite a to-do with processionals and special offerings.  Of course we no longer do 

such things.  But as we sit in the sukkah amid images of our patriarchs and matriarchs, we can pause to think 

about how our long history has shaped the people we are today. 

The seventh and next-to-last day of Sukkot is known as Hoshanah Rabbah, ñgreat help.ò  One tradition 

associated with that day says that at exactly midnight the skies open.  And anyone who makes a wish at exactly 

that moment will have the wish come true. 

So mark your calendars:  Tuesday, September 27, stroke of midnight. 
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Hadassa h Carolina Mizrah  

 
invites you to our  

ANNUAL FALL AFTERNOON TEA  

 

Sunday, October 3, 2010 

 

2:00pm until 4:00pm  

 

Eagle Crest Retirement Apartments 

at Robt. Grissom Parkway and 38th. Ave. North, 

Myrtle Beach 

 

couvert: $12.50 for Hadassah members 

                      $15.00 for non-members and guests   

 

RSVP (or for more information) to: Wendy Margulies at 843-399-3106 or 

Wendysweb@aol.com (please put "Tea" on subject line)  

 

or send payment directly to Wendy at:  

470 Colonial Trace Drive 

Longs, SC 29568 

 

Reservations and payment are required in advance no later than 

September 29, 2010 

Let us fervently pray for the comfort and recovery of our dear temple members and friends and for the continued 

strength of their caregivers 

 

Susan Berry     Joy Birnbaum     Mel Brown 

 

Ruth Feinberg     Rita Fogel     Bari Heiden 

 

Dr. Eric Heiden     Irv Herman     Irv Rabin     June Wollman 

 
 

 

DONATIONS 

 

Burton Channing to the General 

 Fund 

Richard Dimentstein to the Capital Improve- 

 ment Fund and to the General Fund in 

 memory of Edna Dimentstein 

Jana & Paul Hletko to the General Fund 

Debra Jones to the General Fund 

Bonnie Linado to the Oneg/Kitchen Fund and 

 to the General Fund in memory of 

 Beatrice & Alan Baslaw and in memory 

 of Evelyn Schaffer 

Tish & Rick Richter to the General Fund in 

 memory of Allen Poaster 

Meyer Rosen to the General Fund in memory 

 of Dora Rosen 

Carrol Sallas to the General Fund in memory 

 of Mary Levine 

Annette & Gene Vinik to the General Fund for 

 the speedy recovery of Mel Brown 

Randi, June & Howard Wollman to the 

 General Fund in memory of 

 Lou Nierenberg and Jodi Ann Wollman 

 

 

Temple Beth Elohim's Annual Break - the - Fast  

(September 18, 2009)  

 

This year's Break -the -Fast will be a delicious dairy meal catered by Gershon's Deli  of Garden City.   

 

Make your reservation as soon as possible as we are strictly limited to 56 attendees.  We will give first priority to 

members and their guests and will o pen reservations to non -members on September 1, if space allows. Tickets are $15 

per adult member, $18 per adult non -member; $7.50 per child aged 7 -12; and children 6 and under are free.  

 

Please call Gene Vinik  [(1)(843)564 -5489] no later than September 1 .  Confirmation will be e -mailed or sent by U.S. 

postal service no later than September 8.  

mailto:Wendysweb@aol.com
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Rita L. Fogel 

The Woman of the Century 

 

 

Figure 1The Woman of the Century 

 

 

 

They were all there and they remember how it 

was. 

 

One of our fondest images of Ms Rita                               

 

Ms Rita and Temple Beth Elohim blending faith 

and friendship. 

On 17 September 2010, just before Kol Nidre, Temple 

Beth Elohim will celebrate the 100th birthday of one of our 

most beloved members.  The entire congregation is 

looking forward to this momentous occasion. 

In 1934, ñThe Adorable Ritò moved to Georgetown to be 

with her husband, Julius.  It was his aunt and uncle who 

brought them to Winyah Indigo Society Hall where Temple 

Beth Elohim held services.  It didnôt take long for those 

members to find out that they now had a professional 

singer among them.  It was probably evident when Rita 

attended her first service.  This was followed by invitations 

to sing at weddings and other joyous celebrations.   

The Temple had an organ.  When the opportunity 

presented itself, Rita played it for them.  It was then that 

she became the resident musician, a life sentence.  Not 

until the sanctuary on Screven Street was built did the 

Temple have a piano.  It was donated by a member. 

Rita Fogel was a very active Temple member.  Over the 

years she joined the Sisterhood and eventually became an 

officer.  She was entrusted to be a state-wide 

representative. 

It is now seventy-six years since Rita first became a 

member of our congregation.  During that time she shared 

her musical talents with just about every house of worship 

in the City of Georgetown.  But only Temple Beth Elohim 

can call her ñours.ò 

Each Shabbat, we look forward to hearing her play a 

closing hymn.  We feel so lucky when our musical appetite 

is satisfied with one of her ñbonuses.ò  

Rita L. Fogel is Temple Beth Elohimôs special blessing. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C H A R I T Y   D R I V E S 

We have set up two receptacles in our social hall.  One is for 

clothing items.  The other is for non-perishable food, toiletries 

and sundries.  All that we collect will be donated to a local 

shelter or food pantry.  

 

Please remember this when you are removing things from your 

drawers, closets and cabinets. 

  

 

Todah Rabbah 

Temple Beth Elohim would like to thank 

GERSHONôS NY DELI for providing us with the 

fresh challah that we serve at our kiddish each 

Shabbat 
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Dancing With the Torah  
By Jay Litvin 

I was first called for an aliyah to the Torah at the age of thirty-six. I was 

in a Chabad house in Milwaukee, Wisconsin and a stranger to the group 

of regulars filling the room, save for Rabbi Yosef Samuels, who had 

invited me.  It was a short walk from my seat to the reading table.  But in 

that brief period of time I became very anxious about what would be 

expected of me. 

I recalled the synagogue that I attended infrequently as a boy, where the Ark stood in front of a large, sterile room, and only 

the richest, most influential members were called  to recite the blessings before the Torah. In my boyhood, Judaism was very 

formal and distant, surrounded by ceremony void to me of meaning or substance. The Torah in the synagogue of my youth 

was a thing removed, without relevance to my and  to my family's daily life. Never before, in my 36 years of life, had I seen the 

inside of a Torah scroll. 

I was not expecting to be called to the Torah this Shabbat morning in Milwaukee's Chabad House. I hesitatingly approached 

the group of men surrounding the reading  table. I could see only their backs draped in white tallitot (prayer shawls). I 

expected grim, serious faces to be peering out from beneath the white cloth pulled up over their foreheads. But when I 

approached the Torah, they turned to greet me with warm  smiles. One of them, a person with whom I had briefly spoken 

before the prayers began, gave me a gentle nudge of greeting with his shoulder. The others were chatting while the reader 

found the place to begin. I was told to touch the Torah with my tallit and then bring the cloth to my lips and kiss the spot 

that had touched the parchment and letters. I stumbled through the English transliteration of the blessings, and then 

stood nervously while the Torah was read. I recited the second blessing and was gently moved to the side of the 

http://www.chabad.org/search/keyword.asp?kid=195


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

BIRTHDAYS  ANNIVERSARIES  

From Hadassah  

Hadassah is now selling certificates for planting trees in Israel.  The price is $15 each.  To purchase 

a Tree Certificate, contact Carrol Sallas, 215-3886. 
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that had touched the parchment and letters. I stumbled through the English transliteration of the blessings, and then stood 

nervously while the Torah was read. I recited the second blessing and was gently moved to the side of the reading table while 

a mi shebeirach was said in my honor. The man I had met briefly put his arm around me while this was happening and joked 

with me a bit while we stood waiting for the next reading to begin. 

 

There was an atmosphere of informality and intimacy with the Torah that astonished me. 

"The Torah is no stranger," Rabbi Samuels explained. "We live with it every day." 

In the following months and years, I learned just how intimate the Torah could  become, both in the lives of the Lubavitchers I 

came to know so well, and in my own life. I went through several Jewish yearly cycles, experiencing times of awe and 

veneration for the Torah, and times of  familiarity bordering on irreverence. To drunkenly hug and dance with the holy scrolls 

on Simchat Torah! Who could have ever imagined! 

But just as I was to become intimate with the Torah, so it was to become intimate with me. As I began to study, I discovered 

the Torah's relevance in every area of my life. As its deeper meanings were laid open to me through the study of Chassidic 

teaching, I found  that I could turn to the Torah for guidance in every circumstance. Regardless of my mood or frame of mind, 

I could approach the Torah and  find  it waiting for me. Even in times of anger or rebellion, the Torah showed  forgiveness and 

guidance. In times of sadness and depression, I would find  hope and encouragement. In times of joy and celebration, I would 

find words of thanksgiving and praise for the One who provides all goodness. There was not an aspect of my life that the 

Torah did not enter. Slowly it penetrated my inner life, my career, my relationship with my children and parents, my marriage. 

When first introduced to the Torah, I felt I was coming to know a distant relative of whom I was aware but had never before 

met; with the passing of years I began to feel that my learning and observance revealed that the Torah had always existed 

within me. The Torah became deeply embedded into my life, part of the weave and warp of my being. 

Now, when I rushed forward in the synagogue to kiss the Torah, it was with much affection and  familiarity. When on Simchat 

Torah I danced with the holy scrolls, my inhibitions and emotions loosened from l'chaims, I would close my eyes and hug the 

Torah close, spinning in circles, enjoying a physical intimacy with the soft velvet cloth and the sacred writings it covered. 

Without losing its place as my revered  teacher and guide, the Torah had become my familiar companion. Today, I continue to 

marvel that the most holy of God's creations allows itself to be embraced by me. 

 

Continued from page 5 

SEPTEMBER  OCTOBER 
14 Sheila Borash     9 Rick Richter 

15 Richard Dimentstein  12 Micah Coffee 

16 Carrol Sallas   16 Alex Cohen 

17 Rita Fogel   23 Sylvia Herman 

19 Seymour Birnbaum  25 Benjamin Baker 

21 Mel Brown 

29 Howard Wollman 

30 Johanna Goldman 

SEPTEMBER  OCTOBER 
   1 Carolyn & Alan Gardner 14 Adele Franzblau & 

   2 Johanna & Rob Goldman  Marty Kleinrock 

   4 Bea & Shelly Gershman 15 Dana & Jay Ard 

10 Kathryn & David Kossove 

17 Ariane & Craig Lieberman 
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Sharing with Sheila 
 

Traditional Recipes 
or 

Bold and Successful Experiments with Food 

 

Sheila Borash 

COCONUT-APRICOT MACAROONS 

 

3 large egg whites    ¼ t salt 

½ c sugar     1 pkg. (14 oz.) sweetened flaked coconut 

¾ t pure almond extract (optional)  ½ c soft dried apricots (about 3 oz.) coarsely chopped 

 

1.  Preheat oven to 350°F 

2. Line baking sheet with parchment paper 

3. In a large bowl, whisk together the egg whites, sugar, almond extract (if using), and salt 

until frothy 

4. Add coconut and apricots and mix to combine 

5. Using your hands, shape mixture into mounds (about the size of an ice cream scoop) 

6. Place ½ inch apart on the baking sheet (macaroons do not spread) 

7. Bake until lightly golden (35 to 40 min).  Rotate sheet halfway through 

8. Transfer to a wire rack in order to cool completely. 

9. Store in an airtight container up to one week. 

Yield:  20 cookies 

 

The Temple Beth Elohim Gift Shop Is Now Open 
 

Each and every Friday, before Shabbat, we will be selling Judaic items such as mezuzah, yahrzeit 
lights, ceramic trivets, Chanukah candles, and an assortment of unique objects dôart.  Joy Birnbaum 
and Carrol Sallas will be on hand to act as customer service representatives. 
 

These items will also be available erev Rosh Hashanah and erev Yom Kippur. 

 


